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HOW TO MANAGE CONFLICT IN YEMEN? 

SUMAIR AYUB* 
 

Introduction 

 

Yemen is the poorest country in the Arab world. Located in Arab Peninsula at the Gulf of 

Aden. Yemen used to be ruled by Ottoman Empire, Northern Yemen got its independence in 1918 

from the Ottoman Empire after the First World War and south Yemen got free when British forces 

withdrew in 1967, and after a civil war both north and south got their unification in 1990. The 

country is in chaos since the 20th century either from external forces or by internal instability, 

because of which people are less developed, compared to other Arab countries, there are many 

disparities in the country in the form of power sharing and resources distribution which has caused 

Yemen a civil war and other troubles.  

 

Arab Spring and Yemen 

 

The war in Yemen started more than two years ago, and people connect this war to the 

Arab Spring back in 2011, which brought destabilization in the form of Governance, Economy, 

and stability in many Arabic speaking countries, mainly in the countries including Tunisia, Egypt, 

Libya, and Yemen. After the Arab spring there were protests in Yemen against the, then autocratic 

leader Ali Abdullah Saleh, who was accused of corruption and bad governance in the country. 

Saleh was then replaced by his deputy Mansoor Hadi who also could not fulfill the requirements of 

the people, and as a result of food insecurity, terrorist attacks and other misgoverning issues 

Houthi rebellions attacked the capital and Mansoor Hadi had to move to Saudi Arabia where he 

was welcomed by Saudi Autocrats. Houthi rebellions were then joined by Saleh who was ousted in 

the past and new group was formed against the Mansoor Hadi`s government that include Houthies 

(Yemeni Zaidi Shia Minority), Saleh supporters, and some Sunni minority which was against the 

government policies. It is said that Houthi group is supported by Iran against the Saudi Coalition 

that include some Arab countries and Western powers. It has been more than two years since the 

war destruction is on in Yemen, and the situation is very critical and catastrophic and people are 

being killed only because of power dominancy. 

 

Present Condition of Yemen 

 

Present condition of Yemen is unsatisfactory, unstable, and destructive, people are 

homeless, have no food, facing water crisis, and people are dying by different diseases and brutal 

bombings from both sides. There are no institutions to take care of people and the humanitarian 

crisis is getting worst day by day. According to one report: "In addition to the 6000 people killed 

and 30000 wounded, more than 2.5 million people remain internally displaced and 14.4 million are 

affected by food insecurity, with many of the country`s governorates on the verge of famine, most 

Yemenis lack access to clean water and proper sanitation"
1
. If the situation remains the way it is, 

then it could lead to the crisis like one in the Syria where people have already started to leave their 

country and fleeing to Europe. European countries are also facing many problems with refugees 

and having many troubles by holding them. If the Yemen conflict is not handled properly at this 

early level then it could create severe results around the region and for the world. 

                                                           
1
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/04/26/is-there-a-path-to-peace-in-yemen/. 
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Conflict Management Measures 

 

Yemen conflict does not seem to end soon, that is why it is better to manage that conflict 

rather than going after resolving or finishing it. Because it will take years and immense resources 

to solve the Yemen conflict and at present condition it is better to utilize these resources in 

managing the conflict. In doing so some steps should be taken to manage the problems in war torn 

Yemen. There are uncountable issues in Yemen and all the issues cannot be solved completely and 

permanently until the war is ended. When we know that we cannot solve issues completely, we 

should try to manage them at least. For that purpose role of locals will be important because locals 

know their country more than any outsider does, and they can manage task more easily than any 

other can do. Involvement of international organizations, such as UNO, OIC, EU, and other 

regional organizations will be significant because these organizations are well resourceful and 

experienced organizations and these organizations have done such kind of works many times in 

different areas, but in similar conditions around the world. 

       

As it is observed that humanitarian crisis is getting worse in Yemen, and people are 

suffering number of issues, such as water crisis, food, and shelter and other basic issues so these 

issues need to be managed and no one besides international organizations can manage these issues, 

so these organizations should play their role and provide such facilities to people, and apart from 

these basic needs some short term projects must be brought in Yemen so that people remain 

engaged in some activities and stay away from joining any fractions that are presently active in 

Yemen. Temporary schools should also be brought in for kids who are presently living in refugee 

camps so that these kids continue their studies somehow, and such activities will give kids some 

ease from War effects. Buffer zones should also be created by mutual consent of all parties at war, 

where people must be kept safely and rehabilitation camps should be created in that area. Yemenis 

must be provided with maximum facilities in their country so that they must stay in their country, 

otherwise, if they started moving away from their country then it could cause the situation like 

Syria. And the Yemenis must be given some incentives to stay responsible, otherwise, as they are 

vulnerable so they could be used by fighting parties or could join terrorist organizations such as 

Daesh, (ISIL, or ISIS). 
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